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Welcome to the second edition 
of The Pulse. I was delighted to 
receive such positive feedback 
from the community in response 
to the first newsletter and I 
look forward to continuing to 
bring you the latest information 
about Eastern Health services in 
Healesville and the Yarra Ranges. 

I am particularly excited to share with you the 
progress of the $7.8 million expansion of Healesville & 
District Hospital and Yarra Valley Community Health. 
This significant investment cements Healesville & 
District Hospital’s future. Let me be clear, the hospital 
is not closing, nor was it ever in danger of closing – 
contrary to reports – and most certainly it does not 
need “saving”. With the support of Victorian Health 
Minister David Davis and State Member for Seymour 
Cindy McLeish, I can assure you that:
› Healesville & District Hospital will have a brand new 

operating theatre and renal dialysis unit as part 
of the redevelopment. Yarra Valley Community 
Health will introduce additional community health 
services, ensuring people have access to the care 
they need closer to where they live. 

› There will be provision for a birthing suite at the 
hospital for any future increase in demand for 
birthing services. This is a direct response to 
community feedback, which has helped shape  
our plans for health services in the area. 

And that:
› We did listen to the community and changed the 

Eastern Health Strategic Clinical Service Plan to 
ensure your needs are met now and into the future

› We have already introduced an additional seven 
theatre lists per month

› Our additional specialist clinics have resulted in 
more than 100 appointments since November 2013. 

ALAN’S 
WELCOME

REDEVELOPMENT NEWS 
Preparations for the expansion of Healesville  
& District Hospital and Yarra Valley Community 
Health are steaming ahead. Concepts and designs 
are on track to be finalised by the end of this year, 
with the $7.8 million redevelopment expected to  
be completed by early 2016.

What’s included?
› A new operating theatre
› A new renal dialysis unit 
› Redeveloped community health centre
› Provision for a birthing room and ensuite 

when and if demand for birthing services 
increases and Eastern Health is able to provide 
a safe and sustainable birthing service.

As part of Eastern Health’s commitment to involving 
the community in local health services, Tanya Hendry, 
Eastern Health’s Manager of Consumer Participation 
& Patient Experience, will be based at Healesville & 
District Hospital on Tuesdays and Wednesdays to  
co-ordinate community engagement. 

“I’m really excited to be part of this project with a 
focus on input from the community,” Tanya said. 

Tanya will be co-ordinating drop-in sessions at the 
hospital where people can learn more about the 
redevelopment and she will provide information 
displays at the hospital and other locations in the 
community. “We will also be involving community 
members on a number of redevelopment 
committees and working groups,” Tanya said. 

If you would like to express  
an interest in being involved

in the redevelopment, or have 
stories, memories or photos of 
the hospital that you would like 
to contribute to our upcoming 
history project, please contact 
Tanya on 5969 9951 or email 
feedback@easternhealth.org.au  

Tanya Hendry at HDH
Continued overleaf ››



HEALESVILLE  
EDUCATION PRECINCT
Healesville Education Centre & Training Resource 
(HECTR) has been buzzing with activity since it 
opened. Funded by Health Workforce Australia, 
the high-tech training facility provides learning 
opportunities for undergraduate medical and 
nursing students in the Yarra Ranges.  

“HECTR is being used on an increasingly regular  
basis for a diverse range of meetings, training and 
video-conferencing purposes,” Lisa Lynch, Yarra 
Ranges Chief of Clinical & Site Operations, said.  

“Students now have access to computers, a 
simulation lab, simulation van and meeting  
areas under the same roof in Healesville.  
It’s a great resource to ensure training can  
occur locally for not only students but staff 
undertaking ongoing education.”   

Nursing  
student  
Michelle 

Dumble with  
Dr BK Subedi 

INCREASED  
MEDICAL SUPPORT
Patients in the Yarra Ranges will have access 
to increased medical support following the 
appointment of two new registrars at Healesville 
& District Hospital. 

Sam Hoetomo and Pioma Wijeyesakere will work 
alternate weekends to increase medical coverage 
at the hospital to seven days a week. 

“This means patients can now be admitted every 
day of the week and undergo daily medical 
reviews and treatment. It also means patients 
at other hospitals have the opportunity to be 
admitted to Healesville sooner,” Pam Hughes, 
Director of Nursing, Midwifery & Operations, said. 

MAKING A SPLASH 
Yarra Valley Community Health’s gentle  
water exercise program at Jack Holt  
Memorial Pool in Healesville provides  
people with a fun way to stay fit and  
improve their overall health and wellbeing. 

The class provides gentle exercise for people  
who have chronic conditions, who are recovering 
from surgery, illness or who are older and looking 
for a way to keep fit. 

To find out more call 1300 130 381. 

This is an exciting time of growth and 
development, with lasting benefits for all 
our patients, clients and the Yarra Ranges 
community. In fact, the project will deliver  
a 30 per cent increase in services overall.

We understand the community is very 
interested in this and it is important you  
have access to the correct information about 
your local health service. If you would like  
any further information or clarification,  
please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

Kind regards 

Alan Lilly, Eastern Health Chief Executive

If you would like to contact Alan Lilly,  
provide feedback on The Pulse or receive  
this as an e-newsletter, please email us at  
communications@easternhealth.org.au 
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YARRA VALLEY  
COMMUNITY  
HEALTH  
Yarra Valley Community 
Health’s new fridge 
magnet is yours to keep. 

Please call us if you  
are interested in any  
of our services.  

Services and  
programs include: 

EH fridge magnet for Yarra Valley Community Health_outlined.indd   1

14/05/14   2:30 PM
› Counselling
› Allied health
› Tobacco-free clinics

› Aboriginal health
› Wellness programs
› District nursing 
› GP clinic

For a full list of services visit  
www.easternhealth.org.au and click  
on Yarra Valley Community Health or  
call 1300 130 381.


